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SEARCH & ASSET FINDER 
You can monitor vessels in the Maritime Network Layer over time. Open the “Data” panel on the left of 

the map. 

  

Notice the blue clock symbol next to the “Maritime Network” layer name.  

You may see the layer’s available time range by click on “Show available time range”. Temporal layers all 

have different time ranges.  
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The clock symbol symbolizes the existence of temporal (time-related, date/time) data in the data 

source.  

• Blue clock means the layer has temporal data that includes today. 

• Orange clock means the layer has temporal data that precedes today. 

• Grey clock means the layer has temporal data that was not turned on, or the layer itself is turned 

off. 
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Let’s go back to the normal search bar at the top-left of the left panel. Type “Queen of Capilano” and wait 

a few seconds for the filter to process. Click on “Actions”, then on the  icon to zoom the map to the 

where the Queen of Capilano is located. The Queen of Capilano is a passenger ferry that sails between 

Horseshoe Bay and Bowen Island in British Columbia multiple times a day. 
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TIME MACHINE 
Close the data panel (left-hand panel) and click on the “Time” button at the bottom of your screen. This 

will open a panel at the bottom of your screen showing a timeline of the last 24 hours. This is a default – 

please refer to the “CHANGING TIMELINE SETTINGS” section below to change it. This timeline applies to 

the entire “Maritime Network” layer. EMSA records vessel positions every 2 minutes and keeps that 

record in the system, so users can refer past locations of vessels at any time.  

 

Notice the timeline is green. The map is set on “Live”. As you may see, the “Live” button at the right-

hand side of the timeline is highlighted in green, which means that the Maritime Network layer is live. 

Select the white circle below the “Live” button and drag it to the left on the timeline. As you may see, 

this timeline represents the last 24 hours. It will show the location of the Queen of Capilano any time 

over the last 24 hours within your view extent. You may need to zoom out / zoom in to see its location 

in the past. 

As you drag the timeline cursor left and right, you may notice it covers 30-minute increments over the 

past 24 hours.  
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If you need to go further back in time, you may click on the date calendar in the bottom-left to open a 

calendar. You may choose to change the timeline data for that specific boat to any date. 

You may also choose the options “Last 24 hours”, “Last 48 hours”, “Last 7 days”, “Last 30 days” or 

“Custom”. 
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If you click on “Last 30 days” for example, the timeline will change at the bottom of the screen to the 

last 30 days. However, moving the cursor left and right isn’t as precise as when the time interval was 12 

hours. 
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If you want to see a specific time over the last 30 days, click on the clock in the middle of the timeline.  

 

To open more options, click on the hours, minutes, or seconds to select based on increments, or click on 

the blue up and down arrows to select specific minutes and seconds. You will see the Queen of Capilano 

in different locations as you change the date and time on the timeline. 

 

You can select a date to which you want to go back to, the time span from that date and the sampling 

time you want to see. Since the Queen of Capilano is a ferry and it runs all day, we will select a 4 hours 

span with a 5 minutes sampling. 
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To go back to live view, click the “Live” button on the right of the Time Machine. It will display the 

current date and time and only show the current or latest records on the map. 

Click on the gear next to the “Live” button to open some options such as the refresh interval. The Queen 

of Capilano has a sailing time between Horseshoe Bay and Bowen Island of only 20 minutes. A refresh 

interval of 2 minutes is therefore preferrable.  

 

BREADCRUMBS 
Breadcrumbs enable you to see every AIS (Automatic Identification System) signal of a selected vessel 

over the period of time selected in the timeline. To turn on the Breadcrumbs, click on “Actions” under 

the “Maritime Network” layer panel on the right-hand side of your screen. Then click on “Breadcrumbs 

toggle” to turn on Breadcrumbs. Red arrows will show up on the screen. They represent all signals of the 

“Queen of Capilano” over the last 24 hours, aka the “breadcrumbs” the vessel left on its trips. 
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Some Breadcrumbs settings may be changed such as the style and sampling.  
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As you may see, the style set to “Dots and lines” and the sampling set to “1 hour” show fewer locations 

of the Queen of Capilano over the last 24 hours in the shape of red dots and lines. The defaults are 

“arrows” and “None (all points)” 

 

ASSET FINDER 
As you may recall, at the beginning of the guide, you searched for the vessel “Queen of Capilano”. 

You may also search for specific vessels (assets) that are not active using the “Asset Finder”. Click on the 

“Filters…” button in the Maritime Network panel on the left-hand side, then click on the blue magnifying 

glass “Find an asset” button. 
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The Asset Finder will search for the most recent transmission within the last 90 days. You may change that 

time range by clicking on the date range next to the “Find” button. 

Enter the asset you’re looking for in the search bar and click on the “Find” button. 

 


